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tariffs upon Great Britain's trade. They markedly reduced within
their areas the sales of her textiles and similar consumable manu-
factured goods. On the other hand they stimulated the demand
for her coal and machinery. Foreigners who were starting new
factories behind tariff walls, required machines to equip them
with; and down to 1900 they came chiefly to England for them.
Where (as in Italy and Spain and the Baltic) they lacked coal,
they would buy her coal too. Given this demand for machinery
abroad, it naturally paid her to supply it rather than leave it to be
supplied by others. And machines in themselves were a lucrative
export, embodying more skilled labour in proportion to material
than the rails relied on by the mid-Victorians. Yet there was this
profound difference. Every time we built a railway abroad, we
could expect more trade as its sequel. But every time we sold a
machine, we must look for less. We were equipping our customers
to cease buying from us.
The tariffs which wrought these effects were not then of long
standing. Substantially the whole change falls within the last
quarter of the century; and it was in particular from the eighties
onward that the consequences came home to British trade. Ger-
many first made her tariff really protectionist in 1879. Russia
followed with general increases in 1881 and 1882; France and
Austria-Hungary in 1882. In the ensuing years one country
after another built its walls still higher—in 1884, Russia and
Switzerland; in 1885, Germany; in 1887, Russia and Austria-
Hungary; in 1888, Italy. American policy fluctuated a little
according to the party in power, but the McKinley tariff of 1890
and the Dingley tariff of 1897 placed the United States among
the most highly protected nations. Our own colonies fell in with
the tendency. Canada and Victoria adopted high tariffs in 1879;
and though New South Wales remained on free trade till 1900,
an early result of the Commonwealth Act of that year was to
make the whole of Australia protectionist.
Comparing British basic industries with those of the United
States and Germany, we find that in 1900 at the end of the period
the United Kingdom raised 225 million tons of coal, the United
States 240, and Germany 107.x The American output had passed
the British for the first time in the previous year, but we still raised
more than double Germany's, Part of the reason lay in our
mounting coal exports. These had now a special justification,
1 A. D. Webb, New Dictionary of Statistics (1911), p. 86.

